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Welcome to New York.
New York is the most visited city in the United States.
Famous for its fashion, crazy nightlife, incredible art scene, museums, incredible restaurant scene,
and world-class theater productions, to me, New York City is the beating heart of the world, which is
why I called it home for seven years. Every culture, language, and food is represented here. You
could spend a lifetime exploring the city and never really see it all.
There is a never-ending list of things to do in the city. No amount of time you spend here will be
enough so don’t worry about running out of things to do. Whatever you like, you can find it in New
York City.
But, as a budget traveler, visiting New York City can be tough, especially when you don’t know the
hidden gems that make living here affordable. There are plenty of things to do that won’t cost you an
arm and a leg — if you know where to look!
Whatever it is you're into, you'll find there's more to do in New York than you'll have time.

Check out the views from the top of the Empire State Building, Rockefeller Center, or One World
Observatory. Take yourself on a museum crawl, starting at The Metropolitan Museum of Art on the
northeastern edge of Central Park. Then, make your way north several blocks to the Guggenheim
Museum and eventually to the Museum of the City of New York, one of the best places to learn about
the Big Apple's history.

Go to Chinatown for dim sum and to Little Italy for cannoli. Head to a jazz club in Harlem, check out
the independent artist galleries that dot Chelsea, shop along Fifth Avenue, and pay a visit to the
Statue of Liberty.
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You could spend an entire day in Central Park alone, checking out its zoo, carousel, lakes, and ice
rink. A number of gardens and meadows make for excellent people-watching and host impromptu
musical performances on nice days. Traveling in the summer? Make sure to check the schedule for
Shakespeare in the Park.

Prefer sports, movies, and live music? See the New York Yankees at Yankee Stadium, the New York
Mets at Citi Field, or the New York Knicks at Madison Square Garden. Track down sites from your
favorite movies and TV shows. Seinfeld, Sex and the City, "When Harry Met Sally," "Sleepless in
Seattle," "Serendipity," and "Home Alone 2" are just a small fraction of what's been filmed here.

New York is a city filled with attractions, but some of its most interesting experiences are sure to be
the ones you accidentally stumble upon on the way to somewhere else. Whatever it is you're looking
for, you can find it in New York. Just don't try to do everything in one trip.

What is the Best Time to Go to New York City?
New York is a city that's always celebrating something, and summer is one of the best times to visit.
Outdoor concert season is in full swing. Free movies and theatrical performances fill the city's parks,
street vendors are everywhere, and street fairs abound. But subway platforms can get steamy, lines
can get long, and temperatures can soar among the city's high-rises. If this sounds like misery, visit
between Thanksgiving and the New Year, when temperatures are cooler and department store
windows are decked out for the holidays. During this time, Manhattan's three major outdoor ice rinks
are open, a giant Christmas tree marks Rockefeller Center, and holiday light shows are more
elaborate than anything you could ever imagine.
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How to Get Around?
Number 1. Trains: The New York City subway is one of the most extensive public transit systems in
the world. It connects Manhattan, Brooklyn, Queens, and the Bronx, and runs on Staten Island. Each
ride costs $2.75. A seven-day pass is available for $33 and covers both trains and buses.

Number 2. Transports: An organization of transports offers simple admittance to the uncommon
spots not served by adjacent train stations and to New York's LaGuardia Airport. Individual transport
rides cost $2.75. Seven-day travel passes cost $33 and cover preparations and transports. While
transports can be helpful, traffic can at times make them simple to outwalk.

Number 3. Ferries: One of the best ways to hop among New York's boroughs in good weather is a
ferry. Ferries connect Queens, the western coast of Brooklyn, the eastern side of Manhattan, and
Staten Island. Rides are $2.75 each. Subway and bus passes aren't accepted on New York ferries.
The Staten Island Ferry is free.

Number 4. Taxis: Cabs are all over Manhattan, but a little harder to find in parts of Brooklyn, Queens,
and the Bronx. Green cabs offer service in northern Manhattan and the outer boroughs. To hail a
cab, look for one that has its light on and raise your arm. All New York cabs are metered and
required to accept credit cards.
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New York City Travel Costs
Hostel prices – During peak season (the summer), a bed in an eight-bed dorm starts at $42 USD.
During the off-season, prices are closer to $30 USD. Private rooms cost around $95-150 USD per
night and don’t fluctuate much between seasons. Free Wi-Fi is standard and most hostels also have
self-catering facilities.
Budget hotel prices – Budget two-star hotel rooms start at $95 USD. They don’t fluctuate much
between off-season and peak season either. Expect basic amenities like TV, AC, and coffee/tea
makers. We recommend you visit Trip to me search engine, where you’ll find all types of hotels, hostels, and
apartments with the best rates guaranteed (with up to 50% discount). I will add recommended hotel links at the
description area.

Food – New York has food at every price range. Pizza slices can be found for as little as a dollar,
though typically they cost about $3 USD. A bagel with cream cheese or a hot dog is usually around
$2-4 USD. There are plenty of street vendors with meals around $5-8 USD. Sandwich shops,
kebabs, salad shops, and cafe meals generally are less than $10 USD.
You can eat at a mid-range eatery for $15-25 USD per primary course, including veggie lover dishes.
Supper for two with drinks ordinarily midpoints around $100 USD, and a lager is about $7 USD.
Costs simply go straight up from that point as NYC has some truly extravagant and costly cafés.
That is to say, you can pay upwards of $335 USD for a prix-fixe supper! However, you can discover
primary courses at some top of the line cafés for about $45 USD each, or $125 USD for a couple of
courses and beverages
Lager costs around $8 USD while a latte/cappuccino is $5 USD. Filtered water is $2 USD.
On the off chance that you cook your own food, hope to pay between $45-65 USD each week for
staple goods that incorporate essential staples like pasta, rice, vegetables, and some meat.
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10 Money Saving Tips for New York City Travel
New York City can easily drain your wallet. It is expensive and you can go through money really,
really quickly if you aren’t careful. To lower your costs, here are some ways to save money in New
York City:

Number 1. Take a free tour – Taking a free walking tour is the best way to get
introduced to the city. You get to see the main sights and ask all your questions to a local guide. Just
be sure to tip!

Number 2. Get a MetroCard – You’ll be taking the train a lot and fares can add up. Get
one of the Unlimited MetroCards and save yourself a bundle during your trip.

Number 3. Get cheap theater tickets – Broadway tickets can easily run hundreds
of dollars, especially for the new and popular shows. The TKTS stand in Times Square offers
40-50% off select shows. You need to arrive at the counter the same day to see what they have but
it’s usually a wide selection. Be prepared to wait in line for about an hour.

Number 4. BYOB – There are many restaurants that don’t have a license to serve but let
you bring your own drinks. This is a great way to save money (one glass of house wine in N.Y.C. can
easily be $8-15!).

Number 5. Visit the museums for free – NYC is full of some of the best
museums in the world. In addition to the MoMA, many offer free entry on certain days of the week:
the Whitney Museum of American Art is pay-what-you-wish on Thursday afternoons, the Solomon R.
Guggenheim has pay-what-you-wish donations between 4-6 pm on Saturdays, the Cooper-Hewitt
National Museum of Design has a pay-what-you-wish policy on Saturday nights.
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Number 6. Eat on the cheap – Between the food carts, dollar slice shops, kebab
places, and ethnic eateries (Indian, Chinese, Vietnamese, and Thai are some of the cheapest places
in the city) you can eat really cheap in NYC. Some of my favorite places to eat cheap are The Dead
Rabbit (cheap oyster happy hours), Percy’s Pizza ($1 slices), Noodle Q (Chinese food with big
portions), and Gray’s Papaya (cheap hotdogs).

Number 7. Consider getting the New York Pass – This sightseeing pass
allows you free entry to over 80 attractions and includes a hop-on/hop-off tour. If you plan on seeing
a ton of attractions, this can save you money. A one-day pass is $129 USD per person while the
two-day pass is $149 USD.

Number 8. Redeem hotel points – Be sure to sign up for hotel credit cards before
you go and use those points when you travel. This is especially helpful in big cities like NYC. Be
aware that most hotels charge parking fees if you have a car, and adjust your budget accordingly.

Number 9. Hit the oyster happy hours – Love oysters? Eat them during the $1
USD happy hours that happen all over the city. Jeffery’s Grocery is my favorite place to indulge.

Number 10. Couchsurf – Accommodation is expensive in NYC and, with few hostels,
there aren’t many options for a budget traveler. Use a hospitality website like Couchsurfing to stay
with locals for free. There is a huge network in the city with tons and tons of hosts. To increase the
chance of success, request as far in advance as possible!
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Top 25 Things to See and Do in New York City
Number 1. Meander through Central Park.
It’s free, there are lots of little paths to walk, and, since it spans over 40 blocks, it’s easy to spend hours
upon hours wandering around or having a picnic. During the summer months, there are often free
concerts and theater productions here too. From the spring to the fall, there are free walks on Saturdays
at 11am.

Number 2. Visit the 9/11 Memorial and Museum.
Visit the somber memorial and then take in the view from the new “Freedom Tower.” On the elevator up,
you can see pictures of the historical development of the city and how it’s changed over the years. To get
a deeper understanding of 9/11 and the events that unfolded, visit the museum. It’s home to moving
exhibits that illuminate the scope and significance of the tragedy. Tickets are $26 USD.

Number 3. Visit The Metropolitan Museum of Art.
The Met is one of the foremost collections of fine art in the world. It has over 2 million items in its
permanent collection, including a real Egyptian tomb! Personally, I enjoy its expansive impressionist and
Greek art exhibits. Admission is $25 USD.

Number 4. See the Statue of Liberty/Ellis Island.
The Statue of Liberty is spectacular to see up close (it’s as big as you imagine), but the real highlight of
this combo is Ellis Island, where you can learn about the immigrant experience and get a sense of the
people who helped build NYC. The ferry to the island and access to the statue’s crown costs $29.25
USD.

Number 5. Walk the Highline Line.
Made from a converted train track, the High Line is an urban walking park on the west side of NYC. The
area covers eight blocks and is extremely popular. Lined with overlooks, gardens, public art, food stalls,
and greenery, this walk is one of the best things to do in the city, especially on a nice day.
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Number 6. Ride the Staten Island Ferry
That two-hour-long line to see the Statue of Liberty not appealing? Walk a few blocks to the Staten Island
ferry. This free ferry takes you across the harbor and offers a nice view of both the Statue of Liberty and
the city skyline. The ride takes about 20 minutes each way.

Number 7. Walk the Brooklyn Bridge
Walk across the Brooklyn Bridge to get an interesting view of the New York skyline and harbor. It’s a long
walk, but good food and drinks await you on the other side. Stopping to take photos and meandering
along the way makes the walk about 40 minutes. I enjoy doing this walk at night when downtown
Manhattan is all lit up. Otherwise, come early to beat the crowds.

Number 8. Museum hop
While the MET is in a category of its own, New York City has dozens of museums worth visiting. The
Natural History Museum, the MoMA, and Guggenheim are just three of the big ones. There are 11
museums on the museum mile near Central Park that would take days to really explore. Pick the ones
you want to see the most and visit those unless you have weeks in New York to see them all. Admission
varies, but expect to spend around $25 USD per person per museum.

Number 9. Visit Radio City Music Hall
Is there a more American theater than Radio City Music Hall? This timeless testament to entertainment
has captivated visitors since the 1930s (at the time, it was the largest auditorium in the world). It’s the
home of the precision dance company The Rockettes, who have been performing here since 1932. It’s
also been the venue for all kinds of award shows, including the Tonys and the Grammys. Tours run daily
from 9:30am-5pm and cost $31 USD.

Number10. Take in the theater
You can’t come to NYC and not see a Broadway show. There are tons of amazing shows here from
grand musicals to traditional Shakespeare to offbeat shows. There’s nothing better than witnessing NYC
theater, and it’s such an integral part of life here you should check it out. Visit the TKTS booth in Times
Square to get half-price tickets. To see what shows are playing during your visit, check out
broadway.com.

Number 11. See Times Square
No matter when you go to Times Square, it will be packed with people (usually other tourists). There are
pedestrian areas where you can sit and hang out and tons of (overpriced) restaurants and stores. If you
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aren’t shopping or eating or seeing a show, there isn’t much to do in the area (and no New Yorker hangs
out there), but it’s still a fabulous place to people-watch for a few minutes from the top of the red steps of
the TKTS kiosk. Try to come at night when it’s all lit up. That’s when it looks the best!

Number 12. Experience the Prohibition Bars
I love the 1920s. A lot. One of the reasons I love NYC so much is because there are tons of other people
here who love the Jazz Age. There are lots of Prohibition-style bars serving classic drinks and hosting
live jazz and swing music. While the fancy cocktails they serve may not be cheap ($15–20 USD), I’m
hooked on the atmosphere. Stepping into these bars with the music playing, people dancing, and
everyone dressed the part transports me to an era when things were classy, carefree, and fun. Some of
my favorites are The Back Room, Apotheke, The Dead Rabbit, and Bathtub Gin.

Number 13. Visit the Lower East Side Tenement Museum
This museum highlights how immigrants from around the world lived during the late 1800s and early
1900s as they tried to make it in America. It’s a good follow-up to what you see on Ellis Island. You can
only visit this museum via guided tours, and they need to be booked in advance. I like that live actors are
used to portray and share the stories of newly arrived immigrants as it makes the experience much more
memorable. Admission is $30 USD.

Number 14. Visit Trinity Church
Built in 1698, the original Trinity Church was a small parish church constructed by the Church of England.
When the British seized New York after George Washington’s retreat, it was used as a British base of
operations. After the war, George Washington and Alexander Hamilton regularly worshipped here. The
graveyard dates back to the 1700s and has many a famous American there, including Hamilton and his
wife Elizabeth, Francis Lewis (signatory on the Declaration of Independence), John Alsop (Continental
Congress delegate), Albert Gallatin (founder of NYU), and Horatio Gates (Continental Army general).

Number 15. Head to Top of the Rock
This area is always filled with hustle and bustle. Wander around Rockefeller Center to see where they
film The Today Show, shop, snack, and then take the elevator to the “Top of the Rock” for a bird’s-eye
view of the city (I personally think the view is better than the Empire State Building since you get the
Empire State Building in your pictures). Tickets cost $38 USD.
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Number 16. Just wander
Walk from the east side to the west side and marvel at the beautiful New York City architecture such as
Grand Central Station, Union Square, the New York Times building, the Chrysler Building, the Flatiron
building, and more. There are so many historic buildings in New York City that just wandering around and
looking at them is a fun afternoon activity for every budget traveler.

Number 17. Relax in Battery Park
Located on the southern tip of Manhattan, this park is where the Dutch built Fort Amsterdam in 1625 to
defend their settlement. The British took the area over in 1664 and eventually renamed it Fort George.
While the fort was mostly destroyed during the Revolution, the battery was expanded after the war’s end.
Today, there are over 20 monuments and plaques in the park, covering everything from the
Revolutionary War and the War of 1812 to immigration and much more. You can wander around the fort
and then stroll through the surrounding park and take in the beautiful waterfront views of the harbor, the
Statue of Liberty, and Ellis Island.

Number 18. Visit Wall Street
Take a photo with the famous charging bull statue (which was created in 1989) and then walk to Wall
Street and see where all those bankers destroyed the economy. There’s heavy security in the area, but
you can sit and watch people whiz in and out of buildings on their way to cause some other financial
disaster.

Number 19. See Federal Hall
One of the most overlooked museums in the city sits across the street from the NY Stock Exchange
(NYSE). Federal Hall, built in 1700, is where George Washington took his oath of office (you can see the
Bible he was sworn in on). It was the first capitol building of the US, and was the site of the US Customs
House in the late 1700s. It’s one of my favorite attractions in the area. I especially love the old vaults of
Customs House. I highly recommend you visit. Admission is free.

Number 20. See Grand Central Terminal
Grand Central Terminal is the city’s historic train station. It was going to be torn down in 1975 but was
saved by Jacqueline Kennedy, who raised money for its preservation. I love coming to the main
concourse and looking up at the “stars” in the ceiling as everyone races to and fro. There’s also an
amazing eatery in the basement called the Grand Central Oyster Bar & Restaurant. And for fancy (and
expensive) cocktails, visit the Campbell Apartments and step back into the 1920s (dress code enforced).
It was once the office of John W. Campbell, a member of the New York Central Railroad’s board of
directors and finance tycoon from the 1920s.
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Number 21. Visit The Cloisters
Few people make it up to the Cloisters (it’s up near 204th Street), a branch of the Met devoted to
medieval Europe. It took me years to finally see it, and I kicked myself for waiting so long. It was built
with Rockefeller money from parts of five European abbeys between 1934 and 1939. (They even
stipulated that the land across the river would forever remain undeveloped so the view would be
unspoiled!). The building and its stunning cloistered garden are very, very peaceful, and beautiful. It’s one
of the best things to do in the city. There are free tours each day that explain the history of the museum
and the paintings and exhibits. To get in, it’s $25 USD (which includes same-day entrance to the
Metropolitan Museum of Art).

Number 22. Museum of Modern Art (MoMA)
Head over to the MoMA for lots of beautiful (and weird) modern art and some vivid impressionist art.
Personally, I dislike modern art. I just don’t “get” it. How is shovel on wall art? While I’m not a fan, this
museum does have Van Gogh’s Starry Night as well as other post-impressionist art, so I can’t hate it
completely. If you love modern and contemporary art, this (I’m told) is one of the best in the world.
Admission is $25 USD.

Number 23. Hang out in Prospect Park
Get out of Manhattan and explore Brooklyn’s version of Central Park, which spans almost 600 acres.
While you’re here, don’t miss the nearby Brooklyn Museum. Spend the afternoon discovering its vast
collection of both historical and contemporary art and artifacts (there are over 1.5 million items in its
collection). It has art exhibitions highlighting ancient Egypt, Medieval Europe, colonial USA, and more.
Tickets are $16 USD.

Number 24. Visit the Bronx Zoo
Head north for a look at one of the oldest and biggest zoos in the United States. Opened in 1899, the zoo
spans almost 300 acres and sees over 2 million visitors each year. Home to over 650 different species,
it’s a great place to visit with kids. Gorillas, birds of prey, bison — there is a huge assortment of animals
here and you’ll definitely learn a lot during your visit! Admission is $39.95 USD.

Number 25. See a Yankees/Mets/Rangers/Knicks game
Like sports? NYC has some world-class sports teams. I’m not a big sports fan (the Yankees play soccer,
right?), but games are fun when you have friends to share the experience with. If you have a chance and
the desire, don’t miss a sporting event, because New Yorkers are serious about their local teams!

If you're a tour fan, or hoping to travel to New york you will hopefully really enjoy this travel guide.
Subscribe to the Trip to me channel to go to the next trip with Trip to me.
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